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Welcome to The 2017 (15th Annual) American Business Awards, the leading business awards 
program in the U.S.A. More than 3,600 nominations from organizations of all types and sizes
across the country were reviewed by the judges this year. More than 190 professionals participated
in the judging process, and all judges are acknowledged in this program.

Every organization in attendance tonight will be called to the stage once — in the order in which
they reserved tickets — to accept their Stevie® Awards and to make a brief acceptance speech.
The presentations will be broadcast live via Livestream. Stevie winners who are unable to join 
us tonight can expect to receive their awards by mail within the month.

The American Business Awards is one of seven different Stevie Awards programs, all of which 
recognize achievements in the workplace. Our other programs include The International Business
Awards, the Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards, the German Stevie Awards, the Stevie Awards for
Women in Business, and Stevie Awards for Sales & Customer Service, and the Stevie Awards 
for Great Employers. We invite you to learn about them all at www.StevieAwards.com.

Michael Gallagher
President
The Stevie Awards
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Cheryl Casone joined FOX News Channel (FNC) in November 2006 and was part
of the team that launched the FOX Business Network in 2007. She is a proud
member of the number one name in business news.

Casone brings years of experience covering finance, business, and consumer
news to FOX. She has reported on the economic impact of war on the economy,
the financial colleapse of 2008, global markets, politics in relation to the economy,
and was one of the last journalists to report from Syria before the war. She began
her career covering Asian and European markets.

Prior to FNC she worked as a freelance business correspondent for CNN 
primarily reporting from the New York Stock Exchange, and CBS Newspath as 
a general assignment reporter. Casone moved to New York to work as an
overnight and early morning news anchor for MSNBC and NBC. Prior to that 

she anchored a daily business show for San Francisco’s KRON-TV, and served as a general assignment
reporter. She began her career at CNX Media on the nationally syndicated program Travel Update.

In 2016 she published her first book “The Comeback: How Today’s Moms Reenter the Workplace Successfully”
with Penguin Random House.

Casone has served on the boards of the Associated Press Television and Radio Association, California 
and Nevada Regional Chapter, and American Women in Radio and Television, San Francisco Chapter.

She’s an avid runner and triathlete, and has completed the NYC Triathlon 8 times. She also raises money
for Building Homes for Heroes and the ASPCA.

She graduated from Northern Arizona University and spent the majority of her childhood in Phoenix,
Arizona. She lives on Manhattan with the coolest cat in New York, Milo.
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2017 Mistress of Ceremonies

AGENDA
5:45 pm: Cocktails & Networking

6:15 pm: Dinner
7:00 pm: Awards Presentations
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Judging of The 2017 American Business Awards 
was conducted by the members of 12 specialized 
committees. Their average scores determined the 
winners of this year’s Gold, Silver and Bronze Stevie®

Awards. We thank them for their participation.

ANNUAL REPORTS & PUBLICATIONS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Renee Mallonee
Director of Marketing
MONI Smart Security (formerly Monitronics)
Farmers Branch, Texas

COMMITTEE
Darryl Anderson, Vice President, Marketing & Communications,

Javita International, Boca Raton, Florida
Jane Bryant, Director, Spire Communications, 

Potomac Falls, Virginia
Lauran Cacciatori, Senior Director, Corporate Marketing &

Communications, Deltek, Herndon, Virginia
Laurie Cote, CEO, Blue Bumble Creative, 

Littleton, Massachusetts
Brenda Dukar, Board Member, Chugach Alaska Corporation,

Colorado Springs, Colorado
Derek Gerry, Director, Strategic Accounts, C-4 Analytics,

Saugus, Massachusetts
Batul Hasan, CEO, BSH Consultants, Karachi, Pakistan
Ananda Jagoda, Chief Creative Officer,

www.smartannualreport.com, Colombo, Sri Lanka
Nitin Kumar, Senior Managing Director, FTI Consulting, 

San Francisco, California
Michele Landry, Executive Vice President,

Tanis Communications, Menlo Park, California
Niki Naska, Communications Manager, EUREKA Secretariat,

Brussels, Belgium
Fabi Preslar, President, SPARK Publications, 

Matthews, North Carolina
Sylvia Slezak, Director of Marketing & Social Media,

cityof.com, Corpus Christi, Texas
Joe Thoma, President and CEO, Awareness Campaign Inc.,

Orlando, Florida

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
George Gallate
Executive Vice President & 
Chief Marketing Officer, Merkle, Inc.
Columbia, Maryland

COMMITTEE
Lisa Abeyta, Founder/CEO, APPCityLife, Inc., 

Albuquerque, New Mexico
Florence Britton, Director, Rainbow Care Solutions Ltd,

Redditch, Worcestershire, United Kingdom
Reid Carr, CEO, Red Door Interactive, San Diego, California
Marc Cowan, Chartered Fellow at the Chartered Institute of

Logistics and Transport, Dolphin International, 
Los Angeles, California

Dave Craig, Vice President, HR, Fazoli’s Restaurants,
Lexington, Kentucky

Sandi Finn, Founding Partner, EdgeCraft Advisors,
Hollywood, Florida

Toby Ford, Senior PMO — Revenue Recognition Implementation,
GE — Aviation, Cincinnati, Ohio

J. Wes Glass, Controller, Industrial Security Integrators, LLC,
Herndon, Virginia

Alison Higgins-Miller, CEO, Lightray Insights Pty Ltd,
Sydney, Australia

Anila Kalleshi, Administrator, Anila Kalleshi’s Center, 
Tirana, Albania

Noah Rowles, CEO, Rowles Holdings, LLC, 
Los Angeles, California

Iris Salinas, Global eCommerce Manager, Schlumberger,
Houston, Texas

Sanjay Sathe, President & CEO, RiseSmart, Inc., 
San Jose, California

Shante Schroeder, Director of Growth, 97th Floor, Lehi, Utah
Shahara Wright, CEO, The CEO Effect, LLC, Stafford, Texas
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2017 Judging Committees



http://www.effcreative.com


CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARDS & SUPPORT 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Natasha Chitre
Senior Client Partner
Novus Global Solutions LLC 
North Brunswick, New Jersey

COMMITTEE
Jennifer Fisher, Vice President of Sales, WorldStrides,

Washington, DC
Sandra Hill-Lynch, Account Manager, Business Communications,

John Hancock, Boston, Massachusetts
Dr. Rajcoomar Jhurry, Founder/CEO, JR School/BCI Services

Co Ltd, Port Louis, Republic of Mauritius
Bill Leake, CEO, ApogeeResults.com, Austin, Texas
Deb Matthews, V.P. Customer Experience, nexVortex,

Herndon, Virginia
Wendy Miller, IT Specialist, CNG Holdings, Inc., 

Cincinnati, Ohio
Andrew Pott, Consumer Relations Director,

Wolverine Worldwide, Rockford, Michigan
Lori VanDyke, Manager of Customer Care, Access One, Inc.,

Chicago, Illinois
Grace Yeh, Director, Business Development & Client Relations,

Gatestone & Co, Pheonix, Arizona

HUMAN RESOURCES AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Stephen Childs
Vice President, Global Human Resources
Panasonic Automotive
Peachtree City, Georgia

COMMITTEE
Jennifer Frieman, Chief Talent Officer, Momentum Worldwide,

New York, New York
Tamika Mikucki, Business Systems Analyst,

Turnaround for Children, New York, New York
Kirk Musselman, Director, Human Resources, cars.com,

Chicago, Illinois
Usha Raju, Senior HR Business Partner, Trend Micro, Inc.,

Dallas, Texas
James B. Rosseau, Sr., Chief Commercial Officer, LegalShield,

Ada, Oklahoma
Larry Sites, HRIS Manager, King’s Daughters Health System,

Ashland, Kentucky
Mark Spool, President, Management Development Solutions,

West Chester, Pennsylvania
Dayna Williams, Executive Vice President, Learning Services,

Velocity Advisory Group, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Greg Gomel
Founder
The Gomel Group
Dallas, Texas

COMMITTEE
Shiva Ayalasomayajula, Business Systems Manager, Illumina,

San Diego, California
Pembe Candaner, Founder & President, JobzMall Inc., 

Irvine, California
Sylvain Eudier, Project Manager, Schlumberger, 

Houston, Texas
H. William Gordon, CEO, Creative Corporate Change, LLC,

Richardson, Texas
Naomi Lewins, Agile Coach, Crossmark, Plano, Texas
Nanxi Liu, CEO, Enplug, Los Angeles, California
Venkat Machaneni, Executive Director, e Center Inc.,

Newtown, Pennsylvania
Randall Mills, Chief Operating Officer, Best Docs Live, 

Plano, Texas
Carlos Minetti, President, Consumer Banking,

Discover Financial Services, Riverwoods, Illinois
Ashraf Mohammad, Associate Director,

Cognizant Technology Solutions, Plano, Texas
Chris Morrison, Director of Network Services, DTCC, 

Plano, Texas
Rajesh-Kumar Mudiakal, Senior Project Manager,

Ernst & Young Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Paul Recchia, Founder, Recchia Consulting, LLC, 

Dallas, Texas
Lou Reinemann, Director, Customer Support,

SmartBear Software, Somerville, Massachusetts
Jeff Rupert, COO, Cloud 9 Partners LLC, 

Fort Collins, Colorado

LIVE EVENT AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
David Sonntag
President & CEO
Decibel Management
Alexandria, Virginia

COMMITTEE
Richard Black, Chief Marketing Officer, North America,

Momentum Worldwide, New York, New York
Celeste Blanton, Account Executive, Global Experience

Specialists (GES) Events, Irving, Texas
Melinda Curley, Founder and Executive Producer, 

Cloverlea Entertainment LLC, Edgewater, Maryland
Suzanne Darmory, Executive Creative Director, Zeta Global,

New York, New York
Saraida De Marchena Kaluche, President & CEO, Markatel,

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
Brian Dressel, President, M1 Interactive, Inc., 

Chicago, Illinois
Katherine Goldman, Creative Director/Writer/Brand Marketer,

Miami Ad School, New York, New York
Mark Howell, President, Mark Joseph Creative 

Development Group, San Diego, California
Brittany Irby, Client Solutions Manager, FreemanXP,

Dallas, Texas
Stacey Kerans, Senior Vice President, Brand Marketing,

Ketchum Public Relations, Washington, D.C.
Claudia Koehler, Corporate Vice President, 

VOK DAMS Events & Live-Marketing, Buffalo, New York
Jesse Meyer, Event Strategist, Nth Degree, 

Wake Forest, North Carolina
Amy Olson, Fashion Show & Event Producer, 

Chicago, Illinois
David Saef, EVP, Strategy & MarketWorks,

Global Experience Specialists (GES), Hodgkins, Illinois
Kim Sheeter, Writer/Creative Director, Freelance, 

Ormond Beach, Florida

2017 Judging Committees
Continued



Congratulations to our CEO, Dr. Hilton Goldstein
What an incredible experience to work at Hilton Software! The entire company 
is driven by this visionary’s brilliant, innovative mind. We are proud to say we
share Hilton’s culture of hard work and dedication which has made our 
company what it is today: extraordinary. - Team Hilton Software

What the judges had to say:

“Great product and outstanding culture.”

“Dr. Goldstein is a true visionary executive. The software he created is saving 
time, money, and making people safer. This is an outstanding achievement.”

“Dr. Goldstein has delivered innovation and solid performance… to transform 
the company and the market.”

Executive of the Year, Aerospace and Defense
Executive of the Year, Computer Software (Up to 500 Employees)

Tech Innovator of the Year, Software - Technical Innovation of the Year
Best Travel Mobile Site & App, Electronic Flight Bag

http://www.hiltonsoftware.com
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MANAGEMENT AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Kellie Sirna
Principal & Co-Founder
Studio 11 Design
Dallas, Texas

COMMITTEE
Pam Abrahamsson, Founder, PRA Public Relations, 

Portland, Oregon
Tirupathi Anand, Strategy Advisor, Motivaluate Consulting &

Training FZ LLC, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Vishal Bhatia, Co-Founder, OfficialCOMMUNITY,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Peter Chiarelli, President, Ontrack Media Solutions,

Levittown, New York
Adam Fingerman, Chief Experience Officer, 

ArcTouch — Mobile & Connected Experiences, 
San Francisco, California

Tom Ho, Global Head, Planning and Strategic Communications,
Alibaba Group, San Francisco, California

Gerald Huesch, President/CEO, Global Leadership School,
Durmersheim, Germany

KM Johnson, President & CEO, KM Johnson International,
Frisco, Texas

Rick Mayhall, Vice President of Transformation Services,
Maryville Technologies, St. Louis, Missouri

Thomas Moor, Global Director, Strategic Planning, 
Sartomer Business Unit of Arkema, Exton, Pennsylvania

Judilynn Zawacki Niedercorn, CEO/Executive Director,
SysTactics, McLean, Virginia and Northern Appalachian
Socio-Economic Collaborative (NASEC), Cuba, New York

Dan Perry, Principal, Sales Benchmark Index, 
Los Angeles, California

Michael J. Rojas Jr., CEO, ACE Production Entertainment G,
Burbank, California

MARKETING
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Allen Jernigan
CEO
My Marketing Department, Inc.,
Seminole, Florida

COMMITTEE
Kathleen Bouldin, Senior Digital Marketing Consultant, 

Enable Consulting LLC, Collegeville, Pennsylvania
Mary DiMaggio, Senior Vice President, BioCentric Inc.,

Collingswood, New Jersey
Joe Escobedo, Director of Marketing, Happy Marketing,

Singapore
Deanna Harms, Executive Vice President, Greteman Group,

Wichita, Kansas
Debby Hill, Creative Director, Founder, iQbranding, 

St. Petersburg, Florida
Chris Hook, Senior Director, Global Marketing & 

Public Relations, Radeon Technologies Group at AMD,
Austin, Texas

Patrick King, Founder/CEO, Imagine, Inc., 
Manassas, Virginia

Ashley Mayhew, Communications & Media Lead, TD Bank,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Josh Moody, Director of R&D, 97th Floor, Lehi, Utah
Danielle Pak, Marketing Manager, Siteworx, Reston, Virginia
Heidi Pink, Graphic Artist, Pink Gallery, Largo, Florida
Tom Pitts, Content Marketing Manager, Tether Tools, 

Phoenix, Arizona
Susan Saurage-Altenloh, Chief Insights Officer,

Saurage Research, Inc., Houston, Texas
Bill Shelton, Senior Vice President of Marketing,

USHEALTH Advisors, LLC, Grapevine, Texas
Alexis Taylor, Marketing Writer, Roth Staffing Companies,

Orange, California
Scott Thomas, CEO, Exegan Media & Entertainment, 

Las Vegas, Nevada
Ed Weisberg, Managing Partner: Marketing & 

Business Development, Commerce Expertise, 
Sudbury, Massachusetts

2017 Judging Committees
Continued
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NEW PRODUCT AND SERVICE AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Alec Stern
Co-Founder
Handy Cane, LLC
Salem, Massachusetts

COMMITTEE
Anjali Chugh, President, Cosmique Global Inc., 

New York, New York
Jean Gea, Product Marketing Strategist, Esri, 

Redlands, California
Megan Harris, Managing Director, SYZYGY, 

New York, New York
Laura Henderson, Founder & CEO, Epiphany Learning,

Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
Anna Iurchenko, UX Designer, Product Designer, Stanfy, 

San Francisco, California
Craig Jacobsen, Founder & CEO, Open Spaces Marketing,

Encinitas, California
Tanmay Mishra, Senior Product Manager,

Becton Dickinson & Company, San Jose, California
Govindraj Muthyalu, Founder & CEO, CashPundit

Technologies Private Limited, Bangalore, India
Max Nikolaev, Global Product Champion — Well Services,

Schlumberger, Houston, Texas
Paul Patton, Senior Manager, R & D and Regulatory Research

& Development, Delta Faucet Co., Indianapolis, Indiana
Sean Shahrokhi, Senior Technical Project Manager, Verve, 

San Diego, California
Renee Tocco, Founder & Managing Director, Loanezi,

Helensvale, Queensland, Australia
Rajani Veeramachaneni, President, E Center, Inc., 

Newtown, Pennsylvania
Dan Yang, Founder & CEO, VINCI Education Corporation,

Alexandra , Virginia

CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS, INVESTOR
RELATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARDS
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Jennifer Cherry Foster
President
Catalyst Media Factory
Detroit, Michigan

COMMITTEE

Zainab Ansari, Managing Director & CEO,
Xenith PR (Pvt.) Ltd, Karachi, Pakistan

Norman Birnbach, President, Birnbach Communications,
Marblehead, Massachusetts

Adriana Bobinchock, Senior Director, Public Affairs &
Communications, McLean Hospital, 
Belmont, Massachusetts

Gabrielle Boyd, Public Relations Executive — North America,
Tourism New Zealand, Santa Monica, California

Alan Caramatti, Co-founder, Unthinkable Adventures,
Torrance, California

Yvette Huygen, Strategic Communications Executive, 
Campbell, California

Melanie Lombardi, Senior Communications Manager,
Intermedia, Mountain View, California

Rachael Lyon, Senior Communications Consultant,
Farrell Talbot Consulting, New York, New York

Dana Mellecker, Principal, Mellecker Communications, 
Chicago, Illinois

Leslie Moore, Senior Director, Global Corporate and 
Executive Communications, Juniper Networks, 
Sunnyvale, California

Lindsay Nahmiache, Co-founder/Partner, Jive PR & Digital,
Santa Monica, California

2017 Judging Committees
Continued

Continued on page 17
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CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS, INVESTOR
RELATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARDS
JUDGING COMMITTEE — Continued

Georgette Pascale, Founder & CEO,
Pascale Communications, LLC, Fairfield, Connecticut

Ron Sereg, Assistant Professor, Public Relations (Ret’d),
Louisiana State University Shreveport, 
Shreveport, Louisiana

Simran Singh Sethi, Head, Consumer Communications, Asia,
Microsoft, Singapore

Barbara Riordan Staffiere, Principal,
Riordan Research and Consulting, 
Burlington, Massachusetts

Howard Sholkin, Principal, Sholkin Consulting, 
Boston, Massachusetts

Nikki Tanis, President, Tanis Communications, 
San Jose, California

Rich Teplitsky, Public Relations Consultant & Adjunct Professor,
UIW, San Antonio, Texas

Chris Vasan, Senior Communications Lead, Digital Support,
Cisco Systems, Inc., Raleigh, North Carolina

Jake Wengroff, Founder, JXB1 Social Business, 
West Palm Beach, Florida

VIDEO AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Tod Plotkin
Principal & Executive Producer
Green Buzz Agency
Alexandria, Virginia

COMMITTEE
BJ Barretta, Senior Producer, Upworthy, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Israel Bonequi, Creative Director/Producer,

Birds Nest Foundation, New York, New York
Eliza Booth, VP, Branded Entertainment,

Discovery Communications, Silver Spring, Maryland
Chris Brooks, Managing Director, Ventec Life Systems, 

Seattle, Washington
JD Byrum, Digital Strategy Lead, Sam’s Club, 

Bentonville, Arkansas
Christian Campagnuolo, Chief Marketing Officer, EVERFI,

Georgetown, Washington D.C.
Tim Clark, Managing Director, Digital Platform,

NASCAR Digital Media, Charlotte, North Carolina
Paxton Gray, Director of Marketing Operations, 97th Floor,

Lehi, Utah
Judah Houser, Senior Media Producer, Lockheed Martin,

Bethesda, Maryland
Sourabh Kothari, Director — Advocacy, Brand, Content,

Signifyd, San Jose, California
Philip Larson, Senior Producer, inVNT, Washington, D.C.
Margaret Magnarelli, Senior Director, Marketing & 

Managing Editor, Content, Monster, New York, New York
Stan Mendoza, Managing Partner, Creative and 

Production Services, Mendoza Media LLC, 
Montclair, New Jersey

Patrick Pho, Producer, Volkswagen of America, 
Herndon, Virginia

Amanda Phraner, Lead, Digital Enablement Strategy, Shire plc,
Chicago. Illinois

Joanna Ratajczak, Journalist & Moderator,
rbb & Jazz Radio Berlin, Berlin, Germany

Susan L. Sperry, Senior Director of Communications 
and Marketing, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland

Claribel Torres, Director, Digital Media & Entertainment,
Associated Press, New York, New York

2017 Judging Committees
Continued
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WEBSITE & APP AWARDS 
JUDGING COMMITTEE

CHAIR
Eric Shapiro
Founder & CEO
ArcTouch-Mobile & Connected Experiences
San Francisco, California

COMMITTEE
Scott Cohen, Managing Partner, BigR.io, 

Boston, Massachusetts
Kevin Farley, AVP Digital & Brand Experience,

United Heritage Credit Union, Austin, Texas
Eugene Goldberg, Senior Manager, Corporate Development,

WPP Group, New York, New York
Donna Grare, Senior Vice President, Product and Engineering,

Shodogg, Bridgewater, New Jersey
Abigail Hart Gray, Vice President, Head of Design, LearnVest,

Brooklyn, New York
Molly Kittle, Vice President Strategic Services, Bunchball, 

San Francisco, California
Evan Kraut, Managing Director, Adventures, GREY, 

New York, New York
Frank Laudo, Global Creative Director, FIS, Dallas, Texas
Jonathan Levey, Senior Digital Marketing Manager, Flexjet,

Cleveland, Ohio
David J. Namdar, Managing Partner, Abound Capital, 

New York, New York
Edward Nepomuceno, Associate, Mergertech Group LLC,

Emeryville, California
Graham Phillips, Founder, Head of Strategy, GARPco, LLC,

Southport, Connecticut
Jessica Puchala, Director of Digital Media,

Association of Zoos & Aquariums, 
Silver Spring, Maryland

Ted Studwell, Senior Vice President, Engineering and Operations,
Virtela — An NTT Communications Company, 
Denver, Colorado

Adriana Toledo, Director/Brand Marketing Practice Leader,
Ketchum, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Richard Wahl, Director of Social Media Engagement,
Dimensional Alternatives, San Jose, California

2017 Judging Committees
Continued
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2017 International Business AwardsSM

The world’s top business awards program,
open to all organizations worldwide.

Extended Entry Deadline: 
July 12, 2017

2017 Stevie® Awards for Great Employers

Recognizing the world’s best companies to
work for, and the HR teams, professionals,
achievements, new products & services, 
and suppliers that help to create and drive
great workplaces.

Final Entry Deadline: 
July 19, 2017

Upcoming Stevie® Awards Deadlines

Learn More and Enter at www.StevieAwards.com

2017 Stevie® Awards for Women in Business

The world’s preeminent business awards for
female entrepreneurs, executives, employees
and the organizations they run.

Early-bird Entry Deadline: 
July 19, 2017

http://www.stevieawards.com
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